Genji™
Q&As
Character Design Director: Kouki Kita
Background

· Date of birth


1969/12/19
· Place of birth
Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture, Japan
· First job
Printing related
· First job in gaming
Provided character graphic for Galaxy Fight (Published by SUNSOFT 1996)
· What did you want to be when you grew up?
I heard from people that I used to say I want to be an astronaut when I was small.  When I was a student, I wanted to be a bookbinding designer.
· Who was your idol?
Once, I was really into an animator named Don Bluth.

· What would you be doing now if you were not ….
I don’t know, but I might have been a store manager of this toy store that I used to go.
Creative influences

· Who do you most admire in your industry?
Co-workers.
· What do you think about the current popularity of oriental culture?
Unfortunately, I have not realized it.
Favourite

· What is your favourite film?
“Sen nen joyu” (CHIYOKO MILLENNIAL ACTRESS)
· Who is your favourite director?
Satoshi Kon, Mamoru Hosoda
· What it your favourite game?
Rez, R4

Gaming

· What do you think of the future of gaming and film? 
For the last couple of years, it seemed that game has been trying to adopt movie’s power of expression, but I predict what is important for the future is how game establishes its own position as an entertainment.
· What, in your opinion, is the most exciting thing happening in gaming at the moment?
Of course it is about the next generation platforms that are going to be out from the end of the year till next year.

Genji

· What makes Genji stand out?
Unique artistic view point that was taken from Japanese traditional elements.
· What is your favourite thing about Genji?
Movements of characters that are so natural and they cause no stress when controlling.

· Tell me one thing that went wrong in the development of Genji
It is that I could not maximize the usage of materials I created since the game flow was not settled until late.
· What is one funny thing that happened when you were working on Genji
The whole team went to a shrine to undergo a purification ceremony in fear of scourge.
· Do you believe that the hero in Genji really went on to become Genghis Khan?
I don’t know if he became Genghis Khan, but he must have done some amazing things that are not listed in history.
